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 The Books Please Project will create a set of digital, accessible books and literacy 
materials for both children, adolescents, and adults.  The goal is to focus on the most critical 
component of learning:  being engaged with that learning.  Accessibility in its simplest form is 
simply having the books.  There is a perceived and real need for age and interest appropriate 
books for people with special needs.  We simply need more books.  So let’s make them.  Books 
Please is the first One to One Thousand Project.  By one to one thousand, I mean that if in one 
week, one thousand people spend only one hour of their time working on a focused goal, then we 
will have far more than what one person could do in one thousand hours.  It gets a bit 
complicated, but a simple interpretation is that to do a thousand hours of work, you need to take a 
great deal of lunch breaks and showers and recreation times to enable you to work for that long.  
Yet, the immersion of one person working twenty 50 hour weeks has a power in and of itself.  
So not to get too lost in the finer intricacies, let’s stay focused on the idea that we simply get a 
thousand books from one hour of work.  

 Digital books are accessible because they can be easily traded and shared, meeting our 
need of more books.  They also are accessible because you can make them easier to see for 
people with vision impairments, easier for people with physical impairments to turn the pages, the 
ability to embed sign language video interpretation, as well as the ability to turn the text into 
speech.  

 Even if in the next few months or years there is an significant increase in the breadth and 
depth of published books that meet the same needs that this project identifies, there is still validity 
in that these books can be available for free, which again inherently makes them more accessible.  

 So great, a thousand books sounds nice.  That in of itself is a resource for children, 
adolescents, adults, parents, teachers, and the world. Yet, I think that with this potentially great 
forum, you have an opportunity for helping more.  This is where we focus on the most important 
part of learning, being engaged with that learning.  Yes, you need to have perception to take in 
information critical to learning.  If we can make these books accessible in multiple ways(i.e. we 
simply have them as well as being able to use a screen reader with them), we next look deeper 
into engagement.  This is where we use a trick question.  Are you ready?  Are you sure?  What is 
your favorite thing to do?   

 This simple trick question can teach you a great deal about learning.  Let’s just say that  
your answer is the same as my friend who likes basketball the best. He loves everything about the 
sport, playing it, talking about it, watching ESPN about it, and doing art about it.  It can be 
reasonably assumed that reading books about basketball, writing about basketball, and engaging 
with other media regarding basketball would be desirable to my friend.  Maybe he wants to learn 
about a specific basketball team.  He picks up the latest issue of Sports Illustrated and reads 
about the team.  Great!  Well sort of.  This example only takes us so far.  It is common sense that 
people would want to learn about what they are interested in.  

 My answer to the question is that I like helping people with special needs.  Because I like it 
so much, I read about it, practice it, and do it often.  I read journals, scour the internet, attend 
conferences, and take courses.  I create and use materials with my friends and students.  So what 
if I did not have that initial drive?  I hardly doubt that sheer will would get me to the computer or to 
a course across the country.  The point is the same as Temple Grandin’s stated in her book 
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Emergence where she advocates helping people cultivate their gifts and interests.  Temple 
Grandin tells about how you can use these interests and skills as a way to teach other skills and 
topics.  

 So to simplify, doing things related to our interests is motivating, like my friend reading the 
sports illustrated.  Additionally, having an interest can drive a deep study in which you can learn a 
great deal about your interest, as well as things you may not be so motivated to learn about.  

 So back to your answer to the question.  Is it cleaning each dish, glass, and utensil in a bin 
in a sink?  Probably not.   What if literacy learning was kind of like that to you?  You would in a rote 
manner walk up and put in the soap and water, scrub the dishes, rinse them, dry them, and put 
them back.  

 Now consider that thing you struggle with.  Do you enjoy doing that thing?  Maybe you do, if 
you see it as a challenge.  But I am talking about that thing that discourages you because it is too 
hard right now.  For students who struggle with literacy or are just learning, I hypothesize that 
engaging in highly motivating and interesting literacy tasks are essential for an optimal learning 
experience and outcome.  We must give them content they want to be with, because if we don’t 
then they have very little peace and enjoyment in the process, due to their struggle with the 
important literacy learning.

 This lengthy explanation is important because it sets up the why and what of the project.      
Not only will we be trying to create an extensive library, but create templates for individualization 
and the ability to take advantage of individual interests.  

Student

 The student is all of the various children I work with.  I help my adult friends at the Respite 
Center.  I am very interested in helping the students in my classroom.  I lead a camp in the 
summer.  I have cousins.  What I am trying to say is not that I will be an unfocused mess in my 
looking at the student, but that this project is universal.  It simply helps to create create a set of 
digital, accessible books and literacy materials for both children, adolescents, and adults.  They 
may have any number of labeled or unlabeled needs or special needs.  Don’t we all.  The 
simplified  point is having books for people learning to read.

 My role as a teacher is to help people learn so that they can have meaningful occupation, 
which comes in various forms:  work, enjoyment, understanding.   Yet, how we do that is the same 
for everyone:  engage them.  Obviously there is more to it (i.e. read The Skillful Teacher)  Yet, if 
you do not have that base of engagement, plus the books to practice with, I propose you will have 
a hard time teaching children or adults to read and write.  So the student is the various students I 
work with.  Yet, with the One to One Thousand Project, not only can I simply prepare my teaching 
materials, but WE can create a living library for all in the process.  What is great is that it takes the 
same amount of effort to do either.   That is because of the division of labor in the One to One 
Thousand Project.  Some people write and some people manage the wiki, while others edit for 
content.  
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 On the flip side the second most important student is the teachers and family members of 
the student with or without disabilities.  The goal of this project is to teach them or motivate them 
to help someone to read.  The number one constituency I seek to involve is the Autism Society of 
America, for a number of reasons to be outlined later in another document.  

Environment

 This is a bit of a tough call.  Mainly because I am unsure whether we should launch this 
project in Spanish as well.  If we take that out of the equation, we are talking about children, adults 
both with and without disabilities. Those people may be in public schools in inclusion, partial 
inclusion, or substantially separate classrooms, as well as settings in separate schools, in the 
community, or even in an institution.  Although the focus is on environments universally, that 
contain people learning to read or simply desiring to read, it is helpful to substantiate our 
understanding with a specific example out of that set.  

Let’s talk about my classroom.  I will have roughly four full time students and periodic visiting 
students and their families.  We have access to computers, MS Office, Classroom Suite, and 
some basic computer accessibility hardware.  Yet, we do not have a huge budget for sets of 
books.  (This is the key connection point from where it jumps from being a basic end of class 
SETT paper to a way to share that same effort and work with all)

Tasks

 Dr. Karen Erickson and Dr. David Koppenhaver have identified literacy as an important 
component to the education of people with special needs.  Our ironically simple tasks to focus on 
in this project become reading books as independently as possible, reading books with a teacher 
coaching comprehension, writing and phonics activities.  As we consider the tasks and the 
software connections, let us first look at how this project relates to the Four Blocks Framework, 
which essentially become our most essential and overarching tasks:

4 Blocks Connections (Brief)

Guided Reading This provides books to be used for comprehension practice and background 
knowledge expansion.   Asking people to provide one to three reasons to read the book is simple 
and manageable.  The point of it is not to say that teachers can not come up with the lessons, but 
having idea starters helps free your creativity.  

Self Selected Reading  This project in my mind is the soul of self selected reading:  wide options 
about your interests that you really want to read and are accessible to you.  

Writing Using pictures with writing is powerful for both motivation and to aide with cognitive clarity 
in writing.  Having the pictures stripped out is terrific.  

Working with Words This part is a bit tricky to me.  I would love to set up a template for Making 
Words lessons, but I think that providing tools to fit a systematic framework is a much more 
powerful message.  Yet, this needs to be explored further.  At this time, the recent software 
evaluation work I have engaged in shows very clearly that their is a time for building and a time for 
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using what is out there.  In this case, clear pointing to Don Johnston’s WordMaker, and Simon 
Sounds it Out, coupled with using the various 4 Blocks Working with Words books is how we will 
help in the this part of the Framework.  

Next, we look at the most important components of the project, in a strict order of importance.

Part One The Basics

PowerPoint Books This is the core of the project.  The books will be created using 
PowerPoint and Yahoo’s Flickr, specifically the Creative Commons licensed images.
PowerPoint Book Stripped of Text to be used to pull pictures for writing purposes 
This will be the main way we first influence the writing block.  It is simple and manageable, 
yet providing images to children to use with their writing is powerful and motivating.
Good Website Launcher Categories:  1 Basics  2 Topic Based  This is where my recent 
software evaluation course intersects with the project fully.  Having a set of good literacy 
resources in a visually displayed PowerPoint launcher is an excellent core resource to have 
posted on the website of this project.  Additionally, the creation of topic based launchers of 
this type are a manageable and 

The following options should be considered as additions that will be scrutinized at a later time, 

with the assumption that only the most powerful and usable options should be part of an initial 

launch of a One to One Thousand Project.

Website Launcher on the Topic of the Book
Literacy Software Connection Tool
Software Connections for the Topic of the Book
Writing Templates
ICS and Clicker Options

Part Two:  The Project Tasks

Virtually Meet with Team:  Ideally: David Koppenhaver, Karen Erickson, Caroline Ramsey 
Musselwhite, Gretchen Hanser, Joy Zabala, Dan Herlihy, Linda Burkhart, and a number of 
literacy specialists to be named later.
get web url www.otot.com for One to One Thousand
Create book template
Create directions
Create marketing and marketing focus
Create web application
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Review legality
Mobilize the base:  Specifically meet with the leaders of the ASA
One to one hundred trial
One to One Thousand call
OtOt launch
Maintenance, Refinement, and Expansion

Tools

At this point in the project, the tools should be thought of somewhat in theory, as there are a 
number of upcoming freeware inventions and technology inventions that WILL change the scope 
of the tool focus in this project.  So with that in mind, at the essence of the project, at this time, we 
simply need a computer, PowerPoint, a web browser, the online resource of Flickr, and the ability 
for the student to turn the pages.  Truly to make it scalable, we need to add in custom web design 
tools, but quite possibly using free wikis or approaching Google might be the way to go.  All that 
being said, here is the present tool list. 

Tools
Internet
Computer
OSX Windows
MS Office
ICS
Clicker
Switch Interface Recommendations
Mouse House Directions
Wiki
Web authoring software such as Dreamweaver and Flash
File Sharing Service/ Architecture

People to Work the Tools
Writers
Editers
Template Design Team
Web Dudes
Underwriters:  Grants, Private, Collaborations, Nova Southeaster University, Simmons College, 
Autism Society of America

 Books Please can create books to help people learn to read and write.  Literacy is very 
important for people with the label of special needs.  I look it as an excellent way to help, but also 
as a way to then incorporate all of the software and hardware AT skill I have upon the second 
major step, project expansion.  The most important lesson I learned in this software evaluation 
course is that we must have the good teaching and the basics at the core of what we are doing.  
Then you move up the ladder towards and with inquiry.  This project seeks to meet the 
prerequisite of those steps:  having the books.  From that base, we will create or point to good 
teaching in many forms such as on the web, on the dusty shelves of a school, or ordered from a 
well intentioned and inspired software company.  
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